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obtained the promised concession, and all hoped to acquire
it,1 while it was no concession to the bishops to renounce
what the Church regarded as a usurpation. The princes
temporised; Henry tried coercion at a diet which he sum-
moned, and extracted a promise from the majority. But
some of the more important princes were absent, including
the archbishop of Cologne, whose prerogative of crowning
the king would become valueless if the crown were hereditary,
and who again formed a coalition of Saxon and Rhenish
nobles in order to resist the proposal. Henry then adopted
an alternative policy to secure the same end. He tried to
make the imperial crown hereditary; but this needed the
Pope's consent, which Celestine stubbornly refused. So he
had to fall back on the traditional policy. He was able at
any rate to induce the princes of Germany to elect his infant
son Frederick as king. This, it seemed, ensured the union
of the two crowns under his son, and for a generation at
least the continuance of the dynasty.
But it was a distinct set-back, and it revealed his limit- Pa?al
ations. He was dependent on the consent of the princes in r
Germany, and in Italy the Pope, feeble as he was, still had
the power to foil him. Celestine III was in one of the most
difficult situations that any Pope had had to face. It had
naturally been his policy to keep Sicily as a separate kingdom,
and while Tancred was alive he had someone to defend him
against the Emperor. Now Tancred was dead, and Henry
was king of Sicily and dominated all Italy, even the Papal
States, which fell mainly in. the sphere of government of the
low-born Markward; only Rome was inaccessible to the
Emperor. But Rome was isolated, and Celestine could look
nowhere for help. Yet, old as he was, he never gave in,
and his dogged Fabian policy was the greatest impediment
to Henry's ambition. The Emperor did not make the mis-
take of his predecessor Henry V and resort to violence
against the Pope. He put forth all his diplomatic skill to
win the Pope's favour. In 1195 he took the cross and began
1 In 1191» when the landgrave of Thuringia died without direct heirs,
Henry tried to ignore his brother and make an appointment of his own,
but was prevented by the general opposition of the princes. In 1195, how-
ever, after his successful pacification of the north, he was able, without any
protest being raised, to leave vacant the march of Meissen (where again a
brother was the next heir> beyond the traditional period of a year and a day.

